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Disclaimer
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the International Water Association, NSF International, or the World Health Organization. IWA, NSF International, WHO and the editors will not accept responsibility for any loss or damage suffered by any person acting or refraining from acting upon any material contained in this publication.
In addition, the mention of specific manufacturers' products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters. The Session Chairs and other selected participants in the symposium assembled in the workshop to address the issues that led to the formulation of the symposium and to provide a consensus report and conclusions to assist public health officials to interpret the information provided by HPC measurements. The issues that were addressed include:
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• the relationship between HPC in drinking-water systems (including those derived from in-line treatment systems, dispensers and bottled water) and health risks for the general public;
• the role of HPC as an indirect indicator or index for pathogens of concern in drinking-water; • the role of HPC in assessing the efficacy and proper functioning of water treatment and supply/distribution processes; and • the relationship between HPC and the aesthetic acceptability of drinking-water.
This report deals with safe water supply extending from source to consumer, including plumbed-in devices, domestic and building environments, and water supplied in bottles or packages. The different ways in which drinking-water may be used in the home are considered, and specific concerns in higher-risk settings and populations at increased risk are addressed.
The Expert Meeting, supported by the papers in this monograph, addressed that debate as to the need, utility or quantitative basis for health-based standards or guidelines relating to HPC-measured growth in drinking-water and provided their consensus conclusions in the Meeting Report (chapter 1). Each chapter was originally the lead presentation in each session of the symposium. Each was revised in light of the other presented papers, the debates and discussions, and the Expert Meeting deliberations to reflect the scientific information that was presented and the collective experiences of the members. This report is the product of the Expert Meeting; its chapters were peer reviewed by members of the expert group and the editors.
We hope this document provides useful information and perspective on the utility and the limitations of HPC data in the management and operation of piped water systems, as well as other means of providing drinking-water to the public. 
